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Mv LORD,

N firft T undertook to write an Englith
Dictionary, I had no expectation of any
higher patronage than that of the proprie-

tors of the copy, nor profpeét of any other advantage

than the price of my labour ; T knew, that the work
in which T engaged is gencrally confidered as drudgery

for the blind, as the proper toil of artlefs induftry, a

task that requires neither the light of 1 the

adtivity of genius, but may be fuccefsfully 1

without any greater quality than that of bearin

thens with dull patience
alphabet with uggifh refolutic
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il Wagruen this opinion, fo long tranfnitted and fo
] widely propagat id its beginning from truth and

nature, or
be decreed

m aceident and prejudice, whether it
the autherity of reafon, or the tyranny
that of all the candidates for literary
, the unhappy lexicographer holds the lowelk place,
neither vanity nor intereft incited me to enqui t

It

appeared that the province allotted me was of all the
regions of leamning gencrally confeffed to be the leaft
delightful, that it was believed to produce neither
. fruits nor flowers, and that after a long and laborious
cultivation, not even the barren laurel had been found
upon it.

Yo on this province, my Lord, T enter'd with the
fing hope, that as it was low, it likewile would

il

employmient, which, tho’ not fplendid, would be ufeful,
anid which tho’ it could not make my life envied, would
keep it innocent; which would awaken no paffion, en-
any

gage me in no contention, nor throw in my way
4 temptation to- difturh the quict of others by eenfure,

or my own by flattery.

T uap read indeed of times, in which princes and

. | {fatefmen thought it part of their honour to promote
| the improvement of their pative tongues, and in which
dictionaries were written under the protection of great-

8 nefs.
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nefs. o the patrons of fuch undertakings
aid the homage of believing that they, who were thus
licitous for the perpetuity of their language, had r

, Twillingly

(¢ @ that their adions would be celebrated by

fon to expe
pofterity, and that the cloquence which they promoted
would be employed in their praife. But I confidered

a@s of beneficence as prodigies, recorded rather
{e wonder than expedtation’; and contentwiththe
terms that Thad flipulated, had not fiffered my ima-
gination to flatter me with any other encouragement,
when Tfound that my defign had been thought by your
Lordihip of importance fufficient to your fa-

Vour.

How far this uncxpedted diftindtion. can be rated
among the happy incidents of life, Tam not yet able
to determine. Its firft cffeét has been to make me
anxiotss left it fhould fix the attention of the publi
top much upon me, and as it once happened to an
epic poet of France, by saifing the reputation of the
attempt, obftruct the reception‘of the work:  T'imagine
what the world will expeét from a feheme, profecuted
under your Lordthip's influence; and T know that e
pectation, when her wings are once expanded, eafily
reachies: | which peformance never will attain,

s mounted the fiummit of perfection,
ver, who dies in the purfiit.




Nor. therefore, to rail but to reprefs
it, T hiere lay before your Lordfhip the 1'] lan of my un-
dertking, that mor¢ may not be demanded. than 1 in-
tend, and that before it is too far advanced to be
thrown into a new method, 1 may be advertifed of its
defe ities. Such informations 1 miay juftly
haope fi tion with which thofe who defire
the praile of elegance and difcernment muft contendin
the promotion of a defign that you, my Lord, have not
thought unworthy to fhare your attention with treaties
and with wars,

Ix the firft attempt to methodife my ideas, T found
a difficulty which extended itfelf to the whole work.
It was not caly to determing by what rule of diftinGion
the words of this diGtionary were tobe chofen, The
chiefintent of it is to preferve the purity and afe
meaning of the Englifh idiom ; and this
nothing, more than’ that our language be confidered fo
far as it is ourown ; that the words and 1-nn£ ufed in
the general T A e R
of thofe whom we commonly flile pn]im writers, be
fele@ed, without including o the terms of particular pro-
ﬁﬂmm, fince, with aits to which they relate, they
are generally derived from: other nations, and are very
often thefame inall the languages of this partof’ Lhu\-mh‘
"Ehis s pechaps the exact and pure idea of a grammat
hut in lexicography, as in other arts, n

aled

diétionary 3

[s
fcience is too deficate for the purpofes of life. The
valie of awork muft be eftimated by itsufe : It is not
enough that a dictionary delights the o ic, unlefs at
thie fame time it inftrudls the learner 5 as it is to little
that an’ engine amufes the philofopher by the
fubtilty of its mechanifin, if it requires fo much
knowledge in its application, as to be of no advantage
to the'common workman.

purpc

Tag title which I prefix to my work has long con-
veyed a very mifeellaneous idea,” and they that take a
diction into their hands have been acenftomed to
expedt from it, a folution of almoft every difficulty.
If foreign words therefore were rejedted, it could be
lietle regarded, except by critics, or thofe who alpire to
eriticifin; and however itmight enli ten thofethatwrite,
would b all dasknefs to them that only read.  The un-
oftner con their dictionarics, for the
ingofwords, than for their ftruétures or formations;
d the words that moft want explanation, are gene
rally’ terms of art, w therefore experience has
taught my predecelors o fread with a kind of por-
pous luxuriance over their produdtions.

s of France, indecd, re
ce in their firft effay, bue h»lmd
20 ur of their determination;
ould not naturalize them
them by

it once hy
degrees to fettle them-
{elves

it
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[6]
mong the natives, with little oppofition, and it
would furely be no proof of judgment to imitate them
in an eror which they have now retradted, and de-
prive the book of its chief ule by ferupulous di-
ftindtions.

Or fuch words however, all are not equally to be
confide f i

ome of them
are naturalized and incorporated, but others flill con-
tinue aliens, and are rather auxiliaries than fubjedts.
This naturalization is produced cither by an admiflion
into common fpeech in fome metaphorical fignification,
which is the aequifition of a kind of property among us,
s we fay the zenirh of advancement, themeridian of life,
the o epmofure of neighbouring eyes 5 or it is the confe.
quence of long intermixture and frequent fc, by which
the ear is accuftomed to the found of syords ill their
original is forgotten, as in eguaor, fatellites; or of
the change of a forcign to an Englifh termination, and
a confarmity to the laws of the fpeech into which they
v adopted, as in c ;

tegaryy  cach

ed as parts of our language, fo

Oz thofe which yet continue in the ftate of aliens,
and have made no approaches towards affimilatior
fome feem neceflary to be retained, becaule the
purchafers of the dictionary will expect to find them.
Such are ‘many words in the common law, as capias,
babeas corpus, preminire; #ife prius : fuch are l'mm{
terms of controverfial divinity, as Ay 5 and of

phyfick,

+ Miltn.
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[7] L ]
fick, as the names of difeafes; and in gene al all
terms which can be found in books not written ]\r(i~
feffedly upon particular arts, or can be fisppofed ne-
eeffry to thole who do not regularly fludy them.
Thus when a reader not fkilled in phyfick happens in

Milton upon this line,

1 = = - pining atrophy,
Marafmus, and wide-wafting peflilence.
he will with equal expectation look into his dictionary
for the word marafmus, as for atrphy, or poflilence,
11 have reafon to complain if he does not find it.

and w

It feems neceffiry to the completion of a diétionary
defign’d not merely for critics but for popular ufe, that
it fould comprife, in fome degree, the pecaliar words
3 ¢ that the terms of war and navi
gation fhould be inferted o far as they can be required
by readers of travels, and of hiftory ; ‘and thofe of Jaw,
merchandife and’ mechanical trades, fo far as they can
be fuppofed mieful in the occurrences of common life.

Bur there ought, however, to be fome diflin@ion
made between the different claffes of words, and
therefore it will be proper to print thofe which are
incorporated into the langnage in the wlial of
and thofe which are flill to be confidered as f;
the Ttalick lettes:

i i [T I I
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queftion
, or the names of fpe It feens
> to fet down the words Aorfe, dog, cat,

r, dafi, rofe, and a thoufand others, of which it
will be hard to give an explanation not more ob-
feure than the word itfelf.  Yet it is to be confidered,
that if the names of animals be inferted, we mult ad-
mit thofe which are more known, as well as thofe with
which we are, by accident, lefs acquainted 5 and if
they are all rejected, how will the reader be relieved
from difficulties praduced by allufions o the crocodile,
the camazleon, the ichneumon, and the hymna? I
no plants are to be mentioned, the moft pleafing part
of nature will be excluded, and many beautiful epi.
thets be unexplained. If only thofe which are lef
known ate to be mentioned, who fhall fix the limits
of the reader’s learning ? The importance of fuch
explications appears from the miftakes which the want
of them has occafioned, Had Shakefpear had adidio-
nary of this kind, he had not made the wosdbine en-
twinie the Aoy fuckle 3 nor would Milton, with fach
affiftance, have difpofed fo improperly of his ellys and
his feorpion.

Bestes, as fuch words, like others, require thattheir
aceents fthould be fettled, their founds afcertained, and
their etymologies deduced, they cannot be properly
omitted in' the dictionary. And though the expla-

nations
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nations of fome may be cenfured-as trivial, becaufe they
almoft univerfilly underftood, and thofe of others
i e they will feldom occur, yetit
feems not proper £ omit them, fince it is rather to be
wiflied that many readers fliould find more than they
expedt, than tl hould mifs what he might
hope to find.

are

Wizx all the words are felefted and arranged,
the firlt part of the work to be confidered is the
Orrifocrariy, which was long vague and uncertain,
which at laft, wlien its fluctuation ceafed, wasin many
cafes fettled but by accident, and in which, according
to your Lordfhip's obfervation, there is fill great un-
cestainty among the beft critics; nor s it eafy to flate
a rule by which we may decide bettveen cuftom
and reafon, or between the equiponderant authorities of
writers alike eminent for judgment and 2

curacy.

Tz great orthographical conteft has long: fubfifted
benween etymology and pronunciation. It has been
demanded, ‘on one hand, that men fhould write as they
fpeak 5 but as it has been fhewn that this conformic
never wis aftained in any language, and
more eafy to perfivade men to agree
than in writing, it may be afked

ak

that it i not
exadtly in fpealiing
with cqual pro-

3 write, In
t ateft height,

» however' ardent, durft adhere {fteadily to
B theic

priety, why men domot rathes
ance, where this controverly
neither party

e e e




= 10

£ o]

their own rule ; the etymologift was often forced
to fpell with the people ; and the advocate for the au-
thority of pronunciation, found it fometimes deviating
fo capricioufly from the received ufe of writing, that
he was conftrained to comply with the rule of his ad-
vetfaries, left he fhould loofe the end by the means,
and be left alone by following the croud.

Witk a queftion of orthography is dubious, that
practice has, in my opinion, a clim to ference,
which. preferves. the greateft number of radical letters,
or feems moft to comply with the general cuftom of
our language. But the chief rule which T propofe to
follow, is to make no. innovation, without a reafon
fufficient to balance the inconvenience of change ; and
fuch reafons I donot exped often to find.  All change
is of itfelf an evil, wlxlcﬁ) ought not to be hazarded but
for evident advantage ; and as inconftancy is in every
cafe a mark of weaknefs, it will add nothing to the
reputation of  our tongue. There are, indeed, fome
w*m defpife the inconveniencies of confuficn, whoi
feem to tuke pleafure in departing from cuftom, and
to think alteration defirable for its own ﬁnkc,_ aml_ the
reformation of our orthography, which thefe writers
have attempted, {hould not pals without its due ho~
nours, but that I fuppofe they hold fingularity its own
reward, o may dread the fafcination of lavith praife.
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where the prefent ufs
g ein this work be gene-
rally followed, yettherewill be often-occafionto oblerve,
that it is in itfelf inaccurate; and tolerated rather than
en s particularly, when by a change of one letter,
the meaning of a word is cbfcured, as in
5 for was formerly written, from
: the jargon
of Geber and his chymical followers, underflood by
none but their own tribe, Tt will be likewife fometimes
proper to trace back the orthography of different ages,
and fhew by what gradations the word departed from
its oviginal,

Cuos

CIATION

suy conneéted with orthography is Prox
» the Rability of which is of great importance
to the duration of a language, becaufe the firft change
will naturally begin by corruptions in the living feech,
The want of certain rules for the pronunciation of
ormer ages, has made us wholly ignorant of the me-
trical art of our ancient poets; and fince thofe who
udy their fentiments regret the Iofs of their numbers,
it is furely time to provide that the harmony of the
moderns may be more permanent,

k A.hys\v pronunciation will make almoft a new

pir:c  and t.hcrcforc fince one great end of this under

daking is to fix the Englith guage, care will betaken
B2

to
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[12]
to determine the accentuation of all polyfyllables by
proper authoritics, as it is one of thoft icious
phenomena which cannot be eafily reduced to rule

"Thus there is no antecedent reafon for difference of ac-
cent in the two words dolorous and fonoraus, yet of
the one Milton gives the found-in this linc,

lorois,

dio’er many a regiot

and that of the other in this,
Songrous metal blowing martial founds.
Tr may be likewife proper to remark metrical licences,

fich as contractions, generoiis, gen'rous, re
rew'rend ; and coalitions, as #egion, queftion.

Burr itis (ill more neceffary to fixthe pronunciation of
monofyllables, by plicing with them words of cor=
refpondent found, that one may guard the other againft
the danger of that vasiation, which to fome of the
moft common, has already happened, fo that the words
wound, and wind, as they are now frequently pro-
nounced, will not thyme to Jound, and mind. Tt is
to be remarked that many words written alike are dif-
ferently pronounced, as Pow, and brow, which may
be thus regiftred flow, w08, brow, now, or of \}'h_lch
the exemplification may be generally given by a diftich.
Thus the words zear or lacesate, and rear the \vatcx;ﬁf

3

[13]

the eye; have the fame letters, but may be diftinguith

thus, tearyda ar, peers

+ words have two founds, which may be equally
admitted, being equally defenfible by authority.
a is differently ufed.

For Swift and him defpis'd the farce of ftate,
The fober follics of the wile and greaf,  Pore.
As if misfortune made the throne her feat,

And none could be unhappy but the greaz.  Row

The care of fuch minute particulars may be cenfured as
trifling, but thefe particulars have not been thought
unworthy of attention in more polifhed languages.

cy of the French, in ftating the founds
rletters, is well known; and, among the Italians,
Crefcembeni has not thought it unneceffarytoinform his
countrymen of the words, which, in compliance with
different rhymes, are allowed to be differently fpelt,
and of which the number is now fo fix'd, that no
modern poet is fuffered to encreafe it.

Wientl h h d fati Tifted

gray P

the Erymorocy or DERIVATION i5 next to be con-

fidered, and the words are to be diftinguifhed accord-

l[“g/, to their different clafies, whether fimple, as day,

light, or compound as day-/ight ; whether primitive,
as,

T
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Chis will much

which now flands in our didtionasics
p of words without dependence, and
jon.

without rela

Wainn this part of the we
be neceffary to ing s arc to be
deduced from foreign languages, which may be often
very fuccefsfully performed Dy the affiftance of our
own etymologifts.  This fearch will give oceafion to
many curious difquifitions, and. fometimes perhiaps
to  conjeflures, wl

is performed, it will

[ 151

Besipe the derivation of particular words, there i
an etymology of phrafes, Expreflions are
fror agunges, fome apparently, as
wr rifpue; and fome even when
we do not feem to borrow their werds; thus, ta &m{g
about or accomplith, appears an Englith p[\mﬁ:,' but in
veality: our native word afoxs has no fuch import,
and itis only a French expreilion, of wlzid} we h.'r:'e an
example in’ the common phrafe, wenir & bt &' une

often taken

zire,

In exhibiting the defcent of our language, our

et C A C 2 uriacquainted etymologifts feem to. have been too lavith of their
with this kind of ftudy, cannot but appear improhable learning, having taced almoft every word through
and capricious.  But it miny be reafonabl -

bly imagined,
that what is fo muchin the powen of men as language,
will very often be capricioufly conduced, Nor are
thefe difquifitions and conjectures to be confidered al-
together as wanton fports of wit, or vain fhews of
leamning ; our langvage is well known not to be
primitive or lf-originated, but to have adopted words
of every generation, and either for the fupply of its
neceffities, or the encreafe of copiounefs, tohave re-
ceived additions from very diftant regions 5 o that in
fearch of the progenitors of our fpeech, we may
wander from the tropic to the frozen zone, and find
fome in the vallies of Paleftine and fome upon the
socks of Norway.

Besipr

various tongues, only to fhew what was fhewn fuf~
ficiently, by the firft derivation. This praclice is of
great ufe in {ynoptical lexicons, where mutilated:
and doubtful languages: are explained by their af-
finity to others more:certain and extenfive, but is ge-
zerally fuperfluous in- Englith ety gies.. When the
word is cafily deduced from. a Saxon original, I (hali
not often enquire further, fince we know not the
parent of the Savon dialet, but when it is bor
rowed from the French, T fhall fhew whence the French
is apparently derived.  Where a Saxon root caniot
be found,” the defe@ may be fupplied from
i dred languages, which will be generally furnithed:
with much liberality by the writers of onr gloffaries 3

writers
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both of
sflry, and may exped at leaft to be
sur by me, whom they have freed
2 very laborious work, and
aly

write
judgment and in
mentioned with hos
from the greatelt part of
on whom they have impofed, at worft, only the
tafk of rejedting fuperfluities,

By tracing in this manner every word to its ori =
and not ndﬁ\iuing,, but with great caution, any of
which no original can be found, we fhiall fecure our
language from being over-run with cant, from being
crotded with low terms, the fpawn of folly or af-
fedtation, which arife from no juft principles of fpecch,
and of which therefore no legitimate derivation can be
fhewn.

Waen the etymology is thus adjufted, the Ax
roGy of our language is next to be confidered 5 when
we have difcovered whence our words are derived, we
are to examine by what rules they are gqvumcd, and
how they are inH&ﬂcd through their various termina-
tions, ‘The terminations of the Englifh are few, but
thofe few have hitherto remained utiregarded. by the
Our fubftantives are de-
‘on, our adjoétives

writers of our di€tionaries. i
clined only by the plural termina o it
adinit no. vasiation but in the degrees of comparifon,
and our verbs are conjugated by auxiliary words, and
iy changed in the preter tenfe:

are or
To

i
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il il T
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with great juftnels ap
stifian, that fpeech w
. m heaven. It did
to us in a ftate of uniformity and per-
but was prodiced by neeefiity and enlarged
ident, and is therefore compofed of diffimilar
thrown together by negligence, by affcation,
arning, or by ignorance.

our langua
the obfery

Our inflections therefore are by no « conftant,
but admit of numberlefs irregularities, which in this
dictionary will be diligently noted. Thus fox makes
in the plural foves, but ox mukes over.  Shaip is the
fime in both numbers. Adjectives are fometimes com-
pased by changing the laft Tyllable, s proud, protiler
proudsfl 5 and fometimes by particles pref L
bitivus, more ambitious, o/ ambitious. The forms of
our verbs are fubject to great variety ; fome end their
preter tenfe in elfy as Ulwe, 1 Jowedy 1 have Jved,
which m:\y‘bc called the regular form, and is Fu]lm‘;mi
l;y {n::ﬂrbnf our verbs of fouthern originial.  But many
dgurtthiom this rule, without agrecing in any other,
as- X flake, T ﬂw&, T have’ fhaten, or floak as it is {Em\c:
.r:cs}:\ i ]e“/ in p?chy[; Yonale, T snade, T have mads ;

g, 1 brought; 1w wrung,
lhen whichg i LR
5 y ca e reduced to tules,

5
muit be learned from the: dictionary rather than' the
it f t
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[ 8]

Tuz verbs are likewife to be diftinguithed ac-
cording to their qualities, as adtives from neuters 3
the neglect of which has already introduiced fome
es in our converfation, which, if not obvizted
uft animadyerfions, may in time crecp into our
writings.

Tuus, my Lord, will our language be laid down,.
diftin& in its minuteft fubdivifions, and refolved into.
its elemental principles. And who upon this furvey
can forbear to wifh, that thefe fundamental atoms of.
our fpeech might obtain the firmnefs and immuta-
bility of the primogenial and conflituent: particles of:
matter, that they might retain their fubffance while
they alter their appearance; and. be, varied and com-~
pounded, yet not deftroyed.

Bur this is a privilege which words are fcarcely to
expedt; for, like their author, when they are not gain-
ing flrength, they are generally lofingit. Though art
may fometimes prolong their duration, it will rarely
give them perpetuity, and their changes will be almoft
always informing us, that language is the work of
man, of a being from whom permanence and fla-
bility cannot be derived.

‘Worns having been hitherto confidered a3 {epa-
rate and unconneded, are now to be likewife exa-

mined:

rarious felations toothess
onftru@ion, to which
been yet fhewn in
ch the grammaris
taxof this langua;
is too inconflant to be reduced to rules, and can be
only learned by the diftint confideration of particular
words as they are ufed by the beft authoss. Thus,
we fiy, according to the prefent mi of fpe
the foldier died of his wounds, and the filor p

rithed wwith hunger ; and every man acquainted with
our language would be offended by a change of thefe
particles, which yet feem originally affigned by chance,
there being o reafon to be drawn from grammar or
reafon why a man may not, with equal propricty,
be fuid to dye wirh a wound, or perifh of hunger.

Ny

QOur {yntax therefore is not to be taught by ge-
neral rules, but by fpecial precedents 5 and in exa-
mining whether Addifon has been with juftice accufed
of afolecifin in this paflage,

The poor inhabitant---—
Starves in the midft of nature’s bounty curft
Andin theloaden vineyard dies fur t/t)yirﬂ. %

it is not in our power to have recourfe to any efla-
blithed laws of fpeech, but we muft remark th the
writers of former ages have ufed the fame word, and
confider whether he can be acquitted of impropricty,

upon
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upon thetefl
afimilar pafl

She loaths the watry glafs wherei
And [huns it fill, althotigh for 45

Wiy the conltrudtion of a word is explained, it
neceflary to purfire it throvghits train of Pirkas
through thofe: forms where! it is ‘ufed inva
peculiar to our language, or in fenfes not to' be com-
prifed in the:geheral explanations ; as from: the v
ke, arife: thele phrafes; tol make love; 0 wushe ar
endy 162 smake wiy, as hé smade way for his followers, the
thip, #iade way before the wind 5 to make a bed, to
make merry, to mal fents; to
a doubly to maks out anaffertion; to make good a breach,
to sake good a_ caule; to siake nothing of ‘an attempt,
to. make" lamentation, to maks a merity and many
others which*will'occur in reading with that view, and
which only. their frequency hinders from being ge-
nerally remarked.

Tt great labour is yet to come, the labour of in-
terpreting thefe words and phrafes with brevity, R
nefs and' perfpicuity 5 a tafk of which the extent and
intricacy s fufficiéntly {hewn' by the miflcarriage of
thofe who have generally! attempted it. This diffi-
culty is encreafed by the necellity of explaining the
words in the fame language, for there is often only
one

| T
[ I
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[21]
one word for one idea; a
tranilate ds 4z
another kg

s,

s
to cxplain them.

the wor

W
Wi

it regard to the INTERPRETATION mary
otherqueltions have required confideration. It wasfome
1o doubred’ whether it be necefiary to explain the
things implied by particular words, As under the
inftead of this explanation,
Kot oS Baront it
latly’ the crea-
and whether
being fatisfied
2 inflrument to difcover tha
¢ would be fit to fpend'a few lincs
myention, conftruction and principles, It is
niot to be expected that with the explanation of the one
the herald thould be fatisfied, or the philofopher with
that of the other 5 but fince it will be required by com-
mon readers, that the explications fhould be fufficient
for' common ufe, and fince without fome attention to
fuch demands the diétionary cannot become generally
aluable; Thave determined to confislt the beft writers
for explanations eal as well as verbal; and ethaps 1
may at laft have reafon to fay, after one nfpzhc aug-
menters of Furctier, that my beok i more learned
thas its author.

term  baronet, whethe
© bomoer et in deg
better to'mention more pa

d rank of ba

1
inflead of
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iz the popular Tanguage, it
flary to fort the feveral fenfes of each word,
nd to exhibit firlt its natural and primitive figni-
fication, as

s

o2y to reach the fhofe in avoyage. He
arrived at a fafe harbour.

Trexto give its confequential meaning, #o arrive,
to reach any place whether by land or fea; as, he
N -arrived at his country feat.

‘Tiex its metaphorical fnfe, 1o obtain any thing
~defired 3 as, he arrived at a peerage.

Tusx to mention any obfervation that arifes from
the comparifon of one meaning 'with another ; as, it
may be remarked of the word arriee, that in confe-
quence of its original and ctymological fenfe, it can-
not be properly applied but ito words fignifying fome-
thing defirable; thus, we fay a man arrived at happi-
nefs, but cannot fay without a mixture of irony, he
-arrived at mifery.

Ground, ‘the carth, generally as oppofed to the air
“or water. ,He fatn till he reached ground. The
-bird fell to the ground.

Tuex
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[23]

iz follows the accidental or confequential figni-
fication, in which ground implies any thing that lies
under another; as, he laid colours upon a rough
grownd. The filk had blue flowers on a ted
Sround:

Thex the remoter or metaphorical fignification; as;
the grownd of his opinion was a falfe computation.

"The ground of his work was his father’s manufeript.

Avrer having gone through the natural and figu-

rative fenfes, it will be proper to fubjoin the poetical
fenfe of each word, where it differs from that which is
in common wfe; as, wanior applied to-any thing of
which the motion is irregular without terror, as

Tnwanton ringlets curl’d her hair,

To the poetical fenfe may fucceed the familiar 5 as of
saafty uled to imply the perfon whofe health s drunk,

TThe wife man’s paflion; and the vain man’s roa/f.
Pore,

Tt familiar may be followed by th burlefgue ;
of mellzwy applied to good: fellowthyp, S

Inall thy humours whether grave, or mel;

AbDIson.
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[25]
Tuman beings, is often fo much
nal fignification, that the acade-
in theiv work the perfetion of @
and with a little more licentioufhefs might
riled on themfelves to have added e per-
77

i —Morea dupe than wit,
Sappho can tell you, how this man was iz,

" :C pr
of a dié

Axp laftly, may
which a word is found in any gre
culties. in Shakefpeare fignifics th

peculiar fenfe, in
tut As i
© powers of autho-

Tusan are many other chara&ers of words which
it will be of ufe to mention. Some have both

ity, an_active and p'\!ﬁrc_ fignification,
9 which gives or which fe fi
——~-This Duncan a foarful hare. Some I, fome a rcal
Has born his faculrics fo meck, has been meaning, asinoppofiti headjective yorng
So clearin his great office, that &7%. of animated beings, and of other things,
Some  are reftrained to the fenfe of praife, and others
Taz fignification of adjedtives, may.be often af- t to that of difapprobation, fo commonly, though not

certained. by “uniting them to fubflantives, as fimple always, we

Jawain, fimple fbecps: o

¢ to good ations, we sa/figate to'ill;
times the fenfe of “a fiub- we animate, incite and enconrage indifferently to good

fantive may be clucidated by the epithets annexed to or bad. Sowe ulually aferife good, but inprse evil;
it dn good- authors, as the . doundles ocean, -the aopin yet ncither the ufe of thefe words, nor perhaps of any
lasons, and” where fuch advantage can be gained by a otherin our licentious language, is fo eftablifhed as not
fhort quotation it is not to be omitted. < tabe often reverfed by the correéeft writers. I fhall
therefore, fince the rules of file, like thofe of law,
Tae difference of fignification in words generally arife from precedents often repeated, colle@ the tefti-
accounted {ynonimous, ought to be carcfilly obferred; monies on both fides, and endeavour to difcover and
as in priide, baughtingfs, arrogance ; and the firiét and promulgate the decrecs of cuftom, who has fo long
critical meaning ought to be diftinguithed from that { pollefled, whether by right or by ufurpation, the fo-
which:is loofe and popular ; as in the word perfeéion, vereignty of words.
which though in itsphilofophicaland exa& fenfe, itcanbe
of D Ir
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in many word:

beft fecn

and another as oppo!
for want of atiending to which diftinéti
i Dr. Bentley he

, on thefe

Paradife Loft.
- - - Tn heaps
Chatiot and charioteer lay over-tumn'd,
And fiery foaming Reeds.” What fod, recoil’d,
Olerwearicd, through the faint Satanic hoft,
Defenfive farce, o with pale fear furprisd
nominious = - -

Fled
< Here,” fays the critic, s the fentence is now read,
s yye find that what flood, fled,” and therefore he pro~
poles an alteration, which he might have fpared if he
had confulted a dictionary, and found that nothing
siore was affirmed than that thofe fed who did ot

fall.

id

I cxplaining fuch meanings as fecm 1and
adventitious, I (hall endeavour to give an account of
the means by which they were introduced. Thus to
oks our any thing, fignifies o lengthen it beyond its
juft dimenfions by fome low attifice, bccnufc.l_hc
word ele was. the ufual refiige of our old writers

when

g I Mg
Mm% M B O M 0 m oW W W e
oottt b

when they wanted a fyllable:
eneans only chedient, is now made, in familiar phrafes,
to ftandfor « , hecaife in an antient form of mar
iage, before the reformation, the bride promifed com=
plaifince and obedience in the 1 will be
< Lonair and buxorm in bed and a

I exow well, my Lord, how trifling many of thefe res
marks will appear feparately confidered, and how eafily
they may give occafion to the contemptuous merriment
of fportiveidlencfs, and the gloomy cenfures of arrogant
fupidity ; but dulnefs it is cafy todelpife, and laughter
it is eafy to repay. I fhall not be folicitous what is
thought of my work by fuch as know not the difficulty
or importance of philological ftudies, nor {hall L’Jilgi
thofe that have done nothing qualified to condemn
me for doing little. It may not, however, be im-
proper to remind them, that no terrcftrial greatnefs is
more than an aggregate of little things, and to incul-
cate after the Arabian proverb, that drops added to
drops conftitute the ocean.

Truzre remains yet to be confidered the Disrripu-
vion of words into their proper claffes, or that part
of lexicography which is ftricly criti

Tuw popular part of the language, which includes
;:: words  not appropriated  to particular fcienees,
admits of many dictinftions and fubdivifions; as, into

& words
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[ 287
words of general ule ; words employed  chiely
in poetry 3 words obfolete; words which are ad-
mitted only by particular writers, yet not in theni-
felves improper 3 words ufed only in burlefque wri
ing ; and words impure and Drb:

Wosns ue will be
no fign of particulasity, and their various {

be fupported by authorities of all ages.

of gene

having

ifes will

Tur words appropriated to poetry will be diftin-
guifhed by fome mark prefixed, or will be known by
having no authorities but thofe of poets.

words, rione will be: in-

O¢ antiquated or obfolete
fertedbut fuch as are to. be found in/authors who
wrote fince the acceflion of Elizabeth, from w hich we
date the golden age of our language; and of thefe
many might be omitted, but that the reader may re-
quire, with anapp ce of reafon; that no difficulty
{hould be left unrefolved in books: which he finds
himfelf invited to read, fefled and eftablifhed
models of ftile. Thefe will be likewi pointed out
by fome note of exclufion, but not of difgrc

Tue words which are found only in purlicull.u
books, will be known by. the fingle name of him
that has ufed them; but fuch will be omitted, unlels

cither their propriety, clegance, or foree, or the re-
‘\l\ ation

- !
REXAERARALRES,
i

[29]
fords fome ex

dinary

ion of their authots
1 for their reception.

puta
xeal

burlefiue and familiar compofitions,

Wont d it
will be likewife ment ned with their proper autho-
rities, fuch wdveon (rom Butler; and leafing fromt

ently char adterifed by marks of

Prior, andiwill b
diftindtion.

Baxpanovs o impure words and exp: {Tions, may
e branded with fome note of infany, a5 they
fully to be cradicated wherever they are foun

occur too frequently even in the beft writers.

in endlefs errourdurl d.

*Tis thefe that eatly taint the female foul.

Tn Addifon,

Attend to what a Zffér mufe indi

And in Dryden,

A decadful quict felty and worfer fax
Than arms:

If this part of the work can be well performed, it will
be equivalent to the propofal made by Boileau to the
academicians, that they fhould review all theis polite
writers, and corredt fuch impurities as might be

found
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found iy themy, that
tribuite, dif
the langua,

Wrri regard to quedtio
was once in doubt w
much to myfElf in
whether my province xtend beyond the
pofition of the queftion, and the difplay
ges oneach fide 5 but I have been
by your Lordthip’s opinion, to interpofe my own
Judgment, and fhall - therefore’ endeavour to fupport
what appears ‘to me moft confonant to grammar
and reafon.  Aufonius thought that modelly forbad
him to plead inability for a tafk to which C:
had judged him equal.

¥, Or propriety, I
her T fhould not attribute too

Cur me poffe negem pofie quod ille putat ?

AndImay hope, my Lord, that fince you, whofe autho-
rity inour language is {o generally acknowledged, have
commiflioned me to declare my own apinion, Ifhall be
confidered as exercifing a kind of vicarious jurif-
dicion, and that the power which might haye
denied to my own claim, will be readil

the delegate of your Lordihip.

Iy citing authoritics, on which the credit of every
partof this work muft depend, it will be proper to ob-
forve fome obvious rules, fuch as of preferring

writers
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wniters of the firlt rcputation to thofe of an inferior
ranl, of noting the quotations with accuracy, and of
when it can be conveniently done, fuch fen-
& a5, befides their immediate ufe, may give
pleafire or inftruction by conveying fome elegance of
fome precept of prudence, or picty.

ior

feleting,

language, or

leen afked, on fonie occafions, who I_Tmll
fudge the judges? And fince withregard to this defign,
a queflion may arife by what authority the autho-

it is necefiar

rities are feledted,
declaring that many of the wri i
will be alleged, were feledted by Mr. Pope, of whom
I may be jultificd in affirming, that were he fHill aliy
{olicitous ‘as he was for the fuccefs of this work, he
would not be difpleafed that T have undertaken it

Fr will be proper that the quotations be ranged ac-
cording te the ages of their authars, and it will afford
an agreeable amufement, if to the words and phrafes
which are net of our own growth, the name of the
writer who firft introduced them can be affixed, and
if, to words which are now antiquated, the authority
be fubjoined of him who laft admitted them. Thus
for featheand buxom, now obfolete, Milton may be cited.

~——The mountain oak
Stands fearbd to heaven—--

~——He with broad fails
Winnow'd the duxom air——

By
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d_every word will have its bifo
i will informed of
the language, and s
fome words, a

he rife words, and the
obfervations fo. mint -

Mnute and accurate a

2 ¢ a t are - I
rather than expedted, and if ulo be carcil Tl
curiofity muft fometimes b

By this 1
and the
changes of

ader

the rife of

Tiits, my I i i
£ ord, is my idea of an Engli i
e, my Lord i my idea of an Englih di
s ary by which the pronunciation of
o l‘; lg':gr. may bc'hxud, and its attainment [
litated; by which its purity may be preferved
3 Afcsienined; nnd! its dimation” losgthosede
: a engthened.
]t]w;xg,h, perhaps, to corre@ the I
sy books of grammar, 4
A mar, and amend their manners by
e ! of morality, may l‘)c tatks cqually difficult’;
yee a it i naycidable to wih, i is natural likewile
e wil kewife
‘tfhuﬁpsl, R(lmr})nnr Lordfhip’s patronage may not be
vholly loft; that it may contril f
B 3 tha contribute to the prefervati
; i rvation
:»hF antient, and the improvement of modern writers
at it may promote the reformation of thofe tranflators,
nderflanding the charadtesiftical
Iy aracteriftical
:d‘ﬂ rence of tongues, have formed a chacticdialectof
exc‘rvgcncm)sphmks; and awaken to the care of purer
jon, fome men of genius, whole attention to ar-
it makes ther negligent of flile, or whofe rapid
imagination, h_ku the Peruvian torrents, when it brings
down gold, mingles it with fand. .

its

d. And
of nations

i
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e 1 furvey the Planw! ich I havelaid hcf(zr.c you,
I cannot, my Lord, but confefs, that T am frighted
atits extent, andy the foldiers of Celary ook
on DBritain as a new WC which it is almoft mad-
neft to invade.  But Thope, that though Iv(}muld not
complete the conquelt, I fhall at Jeaft difcover ('h.c
coaft, civilize part of the inhabitants, and make it
for fome other adventurer to proceed farther, o

o P
reduce them wholly to fubjection, and fettle them
under laws:

W are taught by the great Roman 0rator, that
every man fhould propofe to himfelf the higheft de-
gree of excellence, but that he may ﬂop.thh honourat
The fecond or the third : though therefore my perfor -
mance fhould fall below the excellence of other
Sitionarics, 1 may obtain, at leaft, the praile of
having endeavoured well, nor fhall T think it any re-
proach to my dilivence, that T have retired without
a triumph from: & conteft with united academies and
long fuccefTions of learned compilers. T cannot hope
in the warmeft moments, to prelerve fo much caution
through fo long a work, as not often to fink into
negligence, or to obtain {o much knowledge of all
its patts, as not frequently to fail by ignorance.
I expedt that fometimes the defire of accuracy, will
urge me to fuperfluities, and formetimes the fear of
prolizity beway me to o i that in the extent

bi
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that in
exactnel
{picuity.

of approbation from thofe
who knowing theuncertainty of conjecture, the feantinefs
ofknowledge, the fallibility of memory, and theunftea-
dinefs of attention, can compare the caufes of crror
with the means of avoiding it, and the extent of
art with the capacity of man ; and whatever be the
event of my endeavours, I fhall not eafily regret an
attempt.which has procured me the honour of ap-
pearing thus publickly,

My Lord,
Yo Lordfsip's
Moft Obedient
and

Mofp Himble Servart,

SAM JOHNSON.
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